Ukraine Trip April 26th - May 13th, 2011.  
This is Sunday church was good and we broke 505 today.  Several people got water baptized and Dan Blocker rededicated his life!   We will leave Tuesday at 11am.  Bryan has got Debbie's iPad ready for me to take on the trip.  He has loaded movies, sermons, all kinds of helpful info.  PTL!
Monday night we went to the river house to clean up and turn the water on. We did and had a leak!  Wow, cleaned that up best we could for the moment.  Jeff went out Tuesday and found the main valve to turn it off forever. Leak was in the roof where we never use the water.
April 26th
At the airport in the Swiss air lounge, awesome!  Much better than the terminal. We are excited about the trip.  Hate leaving the family and church though.  Need to find a way to take everyone with us.  Don thanks for the Priority Pass, the other terminals were not close to us at all.
Debbie is so awesome and sweet.  It gets hard to leave her. Good snacks in the lounge, cheese, bread, fruit.  All good the chairs and atmosphere is so much better than the terminal.
Kevin is doing a good job of documenting the trip with photos.  I forgot a camera again except for my phone.  When am I going to learn that a pic is worth a thousand words?
April 27th
This is day 1 in France; arrived pick up at airport went well. 
At Marriott where Debbie and I have stayed before, we met with the young lady who wants to be an intern back home at New Life.  Great young lady her name is Benie, which means Blessing.  She wishes to come and be a personal assistant to Debbie. Debbie will like her.  She cried when she tried to thank us for the opportunity.  She sings and does children's ministry.  She is willing to work at anything.
Had a long dinner with Louie, Dorothy, and Kevin talked about life, ministry, and family.  Kevin and I began to fade, jet lag and all.  We said our goodbyes and then we discussed the next day.
It is good to see friends after such a long time. Dorothy loves the Lord and she loves Debbie.  She really wants Debbie to come to China or come in November when Marilyn is here or, to come to Warsaw for awhile with Louie.  He loves animals and wants to come to see animals.
I am glad the hotel is a nice place as it may be awhile before we experience true comfortable beds etc... Again!
Although the guys in Ukraine have done a much better job taking as good of care of us as possible. They are wonderful people and we love them and they love us!
Kevin and I will go see Paris at 11 am on Thursday, as well as Jim Morrison's grave; I hope Kevin likes it all. I have seen it a few times already.  Except the grave.  We leave the hotel at 7:30 am Friday April 29th.
Hi, this the first morning in Paris.  I slept well.  I was really tired and took 1000 milligrams of melatonin.  It will do the trick.  Down to the gym in the hotel to lift this morning.  It is an adequate gym.  Actually one of the best for a hotel in Paris. 
Kevin and I went to see the Arc De Triumph and ran through traffic like 2 crazy Americans. Came back under the street, like sane people. 
We are on the street of champions now.  Kevin said ( I will say one thing for the bikers and scooter riders, they have guts ) as we watched them weave in and out of traffic. 
We went to see Notre Dame.  We cut the line big time and saw the inside with Kevin.  We came out and there were 2 pretty girls in big dresses so I had Kevin pose for a pic, interesting shot.
Just went to a cemetery with Kevin to see Jim Morrison's tomb.  For a bio look up Jim Morrison of the doors. A dead experience.
One thing is for sure, it is easier to do all e mail etc. with Bryan close at hand.  I hope this works out tonight.   I will sit in a different place in the lobby to see if it works like it did the other night.  We are going to eat dinner tonight early go to bed early and we will depart for the Ukraine at 7:30am.
The hotel here in Paris was built on a former castle location.  The Castle was built in the 13th century.  It was destroyed in the 19th century during the French revolution. (Chateau de Roissy en France) There you go…a lot of history, all gone and a Marriott hotel built on the spot.

Well, no real breakfast because the hotel could not get it on the table this morning. They open at 6:30am, however, they had nothing but light items till 8:00am and no one said anything about that.  I need to make sure that the hotel does not charge Christian Center in Paris as well as us for the breakfast we did not eat.
Off to the airport.  They have no lounge of any kind here.  The people just laugh when I asked about a Lounge.  I explained the internet shows they have an air France lounge! They laugh more. 
They also changed the rules on international travel…only one suit case.  They were going to charge Kevin for 2 additional bags, but the gentleman who was their trouble shooter realized when we left the states they allowed 2 so they just charged him for 1 additional bag and it became a hassle to get his guitar checked on board… where to pay since no one was open and they do not trust their employees to take credit cards etc.?  We made it through security and they were actually very kind compared to everyone else we have had to deal with. 
We just keep telling ourselves that it is France! Wee wee!
April 29th – 30th 
Arrived in Ukraine at their new larger airport.  Much cleaner because they are getting ready to host a big football event next year.  (Soccer, not real football)
We were met by one of Alex's associates.  It went great and we went to the head of the line and passed everyone and walked out of customs like we were the president.
Pastor Igor of the rehab centers  and Vladimir  met us and away we went. We are staying in an area very close to the airport.  It is a new  apartment but it is someone's home, I am sure.  Not so new or clean but it will be home while we are here.
We ate, then went grocery shopping.  Back to the flat where we are trying to get the wifi working.  Kevin will go and practice with everyone and I will stay here since I am the pastor…Funny!
This is Saturday, and we were up early to leave for a service at the rehab with Pastor Igor and his church.  The translator was a kind, mild lady and she did a kind of good job of translating.  You cannot get excited unless the translator does as well.  She is a very nice lady though.
Kevin did great!  After lunch we viewed the war memorial of World War II. 
Meet up with the translator for Pastor Andrea' church. Her name is Alina and she is Irya’s sister who has been a translator for me many times. She is a very good one like her sister and she has worked hard at it.  Very sweet.  She is 27 and full of life.  She is much like her sister and they love the Lord and live for Him. She is engaged to a nice guy, but he is shy.  He is in for a life of enthusiasm.  Irya  is married and I look forward to seeing her husband.  She is pregnant.  Life is moving full speed here in the Ukraine just like everywhere else.
It has been a full day.  We are preparing to do a youth ministry now where  Kevin is the main show.  I am supporting him to go for it.  He has about an hour.
Alina was surprised at my Russian and she commented several times that it was pretty good.
Kevin did a great job.  He did a David Frost style interview.  Alina interviewed him.  The music was one of his best sets here! He was hot.
Found Brightie's fashion designer for her wedding dress.  Going to get a pic of it today so I show her the dress and she can come over for a fitting.   I am sure she will be thrilled.
May 1st
We are packing and repacking now.  We catch the train after church to Vadim's church.  A 6 hour ride or so.  Pastor Andrey has made the train arrangements we will have our own little private coach car for the ride. PTL ! 
The service today went well and Kevin again did a great job sharing his testimony. They loved it.  The translator was excellent.  She has worked with Bob Montgomery for 10 years she said.  Went to dinner and it was a very nice restaurant close to the church.  It was a nice walk.  The food was excellent…soup, lucky the lamb and all kinds of great tasting stuff.  We had a good time of fellowship.  It is hard to explain how you feel about people.  You love them and they are family.  You just pick up where you left off.  No weird feelings, just God's grace and love.  They have a new administrator, his name is Sasha.  He is gifted to take care of the details.  I look forward to working with him more in the future.
Pastor Andrey offered to help in the future with the schedule and filling in the details of the trip.  Like where are we going, how are we getting there, where are we staying, who is paying for the whatever.  They could not believe we did not know where or who was doing any of the above. We just go, trusting the Lord of course, but also our brothers in Ukraine. In the early years we have had some surprises, but last few years they have taken great care of us!
It is strange to talk with each of the minister's as we discuss Dr. Bill's leap of faith to heaven.  It is indeed a strange feeling.  I don't think about it at times and then I think, oh yes, he is not here to discuss things.  I do think we make Dr. Bill smile in that Great cloud of witness.  I have had a few friends of recent days who are there and are keeping tabs on us. Don Holloway, Russ Spangle, Duane Ganshorn, my dad, Dr. Bill and of course, most recently, Mrs. Mary Stouder.  I think I had better behave myself.  Or, between all of them I would take a good thumping. LOL! 
The train is comfortable.  It is for 4 people.  A gentleman named Dennis is with us in our coach and I forgot it is for 4 people.  So they sell all of the seats.  I am glad it is not full, so this allows me or us to stretch out on one couch. We do not know Dennis.  He said Kevin and I did not look like ministers.  He said Kevin looked like a rock and roll guy, imagine that!  He said I looked like a military leader.  I said thanks!  I don't think he really believes we are ministers and he said he would not ask many questions? 
Sasha has a sweet BMW SUV.   It would have been a great ride around Ukraine. We enjoyed it while it lasted. 
Kevin said today was marvelous.  He said he got the whole package today.  Praise and worship was great.  The young guys in the youth band like our FOA said they would play with Kevin anytime. :) 
May 3rd
I will review the 2nd.  We were able to sleep in a bit due the arrival schedule. 
We are at the same hotel as last year.  It is good and not so bad.  The other one has a store for everything next to it, so if you need anything it is there. Don and Peggy have stayed there as well.  Everyone here sends their love to Don and Peggy.  They did a marriage conference here. Great fruit from that remains.  
Anyway we got in the room and it has the partridge family bright blue and yellow.  The hotel room is big like a suite.  Lots of food in the room.  Olga has remembered how to care for speakers, which I taught her when the ICFM conference was held here.  They are wonderful people.  The kitchen and cook at the church are great. 
This is one few churches that own their own building and it is a great one too. It was a former communist HQ! PTL!
We were picked up on time and went to the church and had lunch with the pastor.  We had a youth meeting after Kevin set up and rehearsed.  Demetry was here and he is a young guy that is a good guitar player that thinks he is a great one… interesting atmosphere.
Natasha, the translator, told us as soon as she saw us, “you, are responsible for turning my family's entire life upside down.”   So I said, “In a good way or a bad way?”   She said in an awesome way.  Her and her husband then told us a long story about how their life was changed by the ministry we did there last year.  I asked her to write it out and e mail it to us.  So you can read it on our church website after the trip is over.  
May 4th
We had great meetings last night and today we are going to the spa early so we can be back and do a ministry of helps for the leadership of the ministry.  We would call them the dept heads of the ministry.  It is a great honor to share with the leadership.  It allows us to help in setting the attitude of the church atmosphere and the culture of the church.  I believe it is the difference in the ministry that I do different than other minister's.  We don't try to just preach to be heard, but impart the life of Jesus and His Spirit of loving and caring about the people to really serve the people of the church.  To not be a boss, but a servant.  I want to say here thank you for helping us to help others that have not heard the message of love for others should be greater than the love of power or money.  Thanks again!!  We are changing the world together.
The atmosphere here in the church has been great.  Kevin did great and also helped the praise team with issues.  They are a gifted bunch for sure. 
Olga, upon our arrival, was disappointed that I did not have on a John B. Lowe special shirt!  No kidding, they were waiting to see what shirt or jacket I would have on.  Funny isn't it.
Kevin recorded some of the service and also recorded Natasha sharing a few minutes about the difference the gospel has made in her family’s life.  She and her husband have changed nearly everything when it comes to their spiritual lives.
It is a difficult thing to explain to anyone who has not experienced the family of God.  The knowing and sharing of what you have with others and see their lives blossom. They try to tell us and their face says more than their words do.  It is indeed deeply humbling to be a part of what Jesus is doing. 
Thank you again for allowing us to go for you!!  We feel your love, faith and prayers with us and for us!! 
There were minister's there from the town.  Even a Jewish Christian and others from Vadim's church who are now pastoring their own churches now. 
One pastor was an Armenian, which was the Macedonia area in the bible, or modern Turkey today.   Today we went to the spa from 10am to 2:30pm.  Then hurry to dress for dinner and church. We had wonderful time.  A few laughs because of a misunderstanding.  We thought when they said they gave us the hats for the steam room they gave them to us to keep.  They called to ask about the hats, so we were going to return them, but we offered to buy them because we did want them.  They said no, but changed their minds and allowed us to purchase the special hats from the spa.   We all got a big laugh because the American preachers were stealing the hats!  Now…good night.
Today is Wednesday and is a travel day.  We go to Pavel's church today.  We will ride the train.  Pastor Vadim is going with us on the train.  He said he had a meeting with someone in the area.  Well it is up and packing time.  I will travel lighter next time because the floor ladies do a great job of washing and pressing the clothes.  PTL!
Kevin and I have been ready to leave since 9am they will pick us up at 11:45am. 
On a side note…when we arrived in the train, they had 2 cars of people to help us unload and get to the hotel here at Vadim's church.  Sergey, a driver, who is a strong man, showed me his knife I had given him several years ago.  “Forever”, he said.  Little things mean so much to people sometimes.  He says he respects and loves me because I am a man, yet he sees the love in me for him and his nation.
When we came out of the hotel to leave they had 2 cars for our stuff again.  They took us to the church for lunch which is always good there.  While they fed us lunch they took our leftover foods from our travels and hotel stays.  They then tossed the bad stuff and replaced it with a great lunch in plastic…everything you would need and then some.  Got to the train station and there were 7 men to carry our items.  I did not carry anything.  They packed our things on the train then we settled in…Pastor Vadim, Kevin and I.   We have photos of the cabin and the toilet which was solid steel. 
The train ride is a long one with all of the stops.  It is a lot cheaper than planes and you can walk, eat your own food etc.  It is boring though.  Thank the Lord Bryan outfitted his dad with movies on mom's iPad.  

I also reviewed Russian about as far as I have ever gone in the Russian language. Needed a break after 3 hours of studying Russian, so I m writing the journal. We have photos of the train, beds, and some of the villages.  The countryside is beautiful.  Those of us who remember America when roads were being built and was still emerging in improvements such as roads built, roadside rest with toilets still as in outhouse style, that is Ukraine.  Behind the world yet the people are the salt of the earth, the best.  We miss them when we leave.  This train ride is.  I hope the longest at 16 hours or so.  We will be ready to get off and go to bed even though we are cat napping the entire ride.
We have no meetings till 4:30pm.   Kevin has praise team meeting then I have back to back meetings 2 service in a row after Kevin.  They begin at 6:30 then we have some things the next day with about the same schedule.  We then have the day off to go to a place that has history.  Kevin and I both enjoy it, so they remembered from last year and they set this up for us.  It was very kind of them. 
Bryan… I am listening to music while I type this!  Does this make me a geek freak, I mean…techie freak?  Going to watch a John Wayne movie…PTL!  

May 5th 
We have arrived!  After a loooooooooong train ride.  Pastor Vadim was able to purchase all 4 bunks so we had the compartment to ourselves the entire night. 
Up and at it at 4:40am or so.  Met at train station by Pastor Pavel.  He took us to our flat and it is nice and very clean.  It has been remodeled.  Even the windows on the balcony have been replaced…toilets, sink, and tub all new, the stickers are on them.
At 10am we were picked up for breakfast.  It was a nice time.  We were driven by the man who paid for the iPad.  John Bryan really worked and believed God to make this request happen. 
Received a phone call saying it was not an iPad 2.  It was of course.  They  decided it was, but it needed a sim card to work in Europe.  I said I would ask Bryan, but if they did not want it, I would be happy to give their money back and take it home. That is where it is for now. 
I am a little frustrated.  I know how hard Bryan worked to get him what he asked for.   Bryan prayed and asked the Lord to help him get it for him, then in minutes he had one being shipped to him when Bryan had been told it will take 30 to 60 days to even have them available and that was no guarantee we could get it then! 
I am going to pray and seek the Lord for the message to the church tonight.  Worst case is I now have an iPad 2.  Worse things can happen. 

We will be picked up at 3pm.   Kevin begins at 4:30pm.  I do church at 6:30pm.  There will be 2 services back to back.  Same people, same church 2 messages. More than likely I will get to finish one service in 2 attempts.  Between Kevin's session and mine I will be at pastor’s house perhaps I can use his wifi to send the journal and answer other email.
Today was the first day since Paris to email.  I hope the journal made it through. 
Delivered the iPad.  The man's wife Andrea decided she would keep it.  Ok with me  it took a lot of work on Bryan's part to get it here. 
Church went well and Kevin did a great job sharing at the praise and worship time.  I preached 2 services back to back.  I preached on prayer and had an altar call for people who had given up on their dreams. Several responded while others were encouraged by the word and prayer.

Andrea’s husband is the gentleman who was not saved the first time I came here.  He was saved about a year later.  He has grown so much and comes to church. Even his appearance changed.  He loves the Lord and is in politics now trying to pass laws to help the Ukraine move toward Jesus.  He is submitting bills or potential laws to outlaw same sex marriage, including homosexual churches. 
What a drastic difference in a man, from when I first met him! PTL ! 

For lunch today we went to the restaurant  across from the stadium.  It is a first class place with great food.  I had salmon and Kevin had shrimp cakes.  Great dinner at Pavel's home.  The pizza was made by his wife Natasha.  His children have grown up…tall and both are good looking kids. 
Time to go to bed and rest.  We have to be picked up at 2:45pm for church and dinner.  Kevin will be picked up about 11:45am.  He will go with Uri to go to the studio and hang, play, etc... 
Pretty much the something tomorrow night.  PTL the wifi was working at Pavel's. Nice to visit even if it is virtual communication. 
May 6th
Kevin was with Uri who is the music guy who has his own studio at his house along with his office.  Uri is the politician I mentioned earlier.  Kevin jams and rocks with them all day.  Not sure who has the most fun them or him. 
Andrea is the businessman who flipped out on his wife when they were tithing before he was a Christian.  Then he said don't stop tithing when he saw what their giving did in his business.  I see him now and what a changed man.  He is now what we would call a state Senator.  He still runs his business of building condos etc., but he felt he needed to do something to help the country to be more Christian.  They are introducing laws to place Christian education into the schools.  Wake up America!  Ukraine will pass us if we don't turn to the Lord again! 
We had dinner at a restaurant that is listed as one of the top 100 restaurants in all of Ukraine…it was great.  Brightie would have loved their sushi selection.  Dessert too…cappuccino…wow, they have spoiled us on this trip. 
We had an eventful day.  Kevin more so than I.  He was all over town, he went to the leading politician's house who has attended conservatory for piano.  He can play too.  This is Andrea who I mentioned earlier.  Then to Uri’s, the musician who loaned the hutch equipment for Kevin.  It is good stuff and at no price or charge. 
The service tonight went awesome.  Kevin played and shared his testimony.  It was well received.  I then preached…kind of 3 messages in 1.  I did it in 50 minutes no less.  The people just seemed more open than ever before.  It was a great night! Ministered to several people.  God was touching them and ministering to them.  I believe they were very encouraged!
Before all of this we had a marvelous lunch and a great time getting to know Andrea better…the senator and musician.  Great day and night, time for bed. 
May 7th
Well we were up and ready when Pastor Pavel said to be.  Actually, Kevin is as obsessive about being on time as I am and that is saying something too.  So we were ready about an hour ahead of time.
Loaded up.  Picked up bread and drove to Communisky, a fortified old city.   The new city has grown around the old fort.  The old city was over 800 years old and it had never been conquered by war.  It was surrounded by a canyon with water about 5 - 8 meters deep depending on where you tried to cross.  Only 2 ways across by bridge.  Both were built in 5 sections.  No section was crossable while the others were down like a draw bridge, but instead of 2 sections, it had 5 sections.  In turn it raised and lowered as you advanced or not lowered if you were an invading force or motives were questionable. 
It was quite impressive.  The Turks did get someone to betray the people of the city once…the old Trojan horse story.  Get inside then let the outside in.  The Turks who of course were Muslim, agreed to release the city back, if they people agreed to not tear down the Muslim tower.  They did agree to not tear it down and as good Catholics they just put a Virgin Mary statue on top of the tower, thus making it a Christian tower now!  Several Catholic churches exist there.  We went inside of the oldest and it is amazing in the beauty and the good condition the building was in after centuries of wear and tear.  The entire city was actually an inland island, surrounded by the canyon and river.  Therefore it was inaccessible by any other means naturally.  Whoever decided to build a city here and a castle new war for the age in which he built it!  Fortified is the only word that can describe it and most of it by nature as well as by the manmade structure!
On a side note… it was a Saturday and we kept running into people who knew us from the ministry from 3 of the cities we have been to already.  Some as far as 500 kilometers away.   Kiev was 350 or so away and a many were from there.  We also ran into Susie Shadeck’s best Ukraine friend of many years.  She attended a church we had been at, but was not able to attend the service.  She was disappointed she did not get to say hi to us and Susie by proxy…friend of a friend.  Here we were right in front of her.  All her friends started to say hi to us, then she realized what was going on.  There we were and we met! Jesus cares about us in detail. 
We stayed at Pastor Igor’s house.  This is where we stayed at when Stan Stouder, Brandon Shadeck and Dr. Bill and I were a team together.  I am on the third floor again and Kevin on the 2nd…same room Stan stayed in. 
Nadia, Pastor's wife, had their son.  He is 9 months old and has blue eyes like mom, but he looks like his daddy.  Kevin went to the meeting they had arranged for secular people to attend.  He played, testified and made everyone cry.  He rocked the house.  Pastor Igor was elated and it was awesome.  It is great when you plan something and it turns out better than planned. 
When they returned we had dinner.  Eerie was the translator.  She is married and has been since 2007.  She is also 5 months pregnant and she mentioned she had read Terry Mize's wife's book, “Supernatural Childbirth”.   Our story of our children is in that book as well.  That book sure gets around!   We of course learned it from Jackie and Terry in person.  We have passed the truth we learned from them to many other people around the world and Warsaw. 
I need to call my mom, my love…wife and mother of my children in the morning. It is Mother’s day!  I love Debbie.  She is everything to me!! Everything!!

May 8th
Last night Kevin did an outreach meeting.  It went great.  It was supposed to be an hour to hour and half…it went 3 hours.  He had everyone crying at the end, telling about how his dad lived to see the man Kevin had become.  The room was packed  with standing room only and barely that.  

I called Debbie and my mom, as well as Momma Bea Basansky.  It is Mother’s Day in the USA.  Ms. Bea cried since I called from the Ukraine on behalf of all their spiritual sons and daughters. 
Things are a little different this year.  Most churches here do not have their own building.  They rent a theater of some kind, or a drama or arts style place.  This year when one church is done we then get the theater.  The minister is a good man who pastors the first church.  Pastor Igor is the second service in the building.  Our service will be from 3pm until about 6pm.  We did praise and worship and Kevin played with the praise team.  I was introduced and I introduced Kevin.  Kevin then shared his testimony followed by a song or two.  I preached the message Resilient Faith.
We prayed for the whole church for healing.  We had two come forward…back and blood pressure issues.  They both noticed an immediate difference. 
Erie our translator gave me a gift for Debbie something from each of them. I was sharing since Erie is pregnant how Debbie has gone into delivery with so many of the women of our church.  They both had read our testimony in the book supernatural child birth. T hey though how awesome of Debbie to be willing to be there for ladies in delivery.  They would like to have had that too…someone to believe God, pray and remind you what to do. 

Nadia then began to cry, because when she and her husband were going through a difficult time we were there for them.   It was during Debbie's only trip here and she loved her and encouraged her.  She of course accepted them and Nadia said Debbie loved her.  I said we feel the same way.  That they are important to us as well.
We then drove to pastor’s house where we are staying had dinner with the church leaders or volunteer staff people.  We showed pic's of the family and explained who was who.  We had a Q/A time.  They had questions about normal things regarding America and our struggles.  They are debating laws to outlaw homosexual activity especially heading off educational attempts after watching what has happened in the USA.  Smart people!
One lady who had pink hair, bright metallic orange pants, glitter and long finger nails with a coon tail on her belt (no kidding ) has opened a church for the weird in the community such as homosexuals, lesbians and prostitute's.  She is certainly dressed for it!   She has even met Michael Jackson in Europe once.  There is a pic of it on her Facebook!  Someone has got to reach the weird and Jesus has a few weird ones to do it! 

We then went to bed, but it took awhile to get to sleep.  Coach Jenkins, my old coach, who came to the church, is in the hospital with heart failure, believing for him.   Dr. Budge was calling like crazy, so it is about his coming to New Life in July for a few days. 
I loved hearing Debbie' voice on the phone even if it was early and she was waking up to prepare for the service.  My love, my wife and my family. 
May 9th
Relaxing day today.  It is a national holiday.  It is similar to our Veterans Day.  Veterans wearing their uniforms, medals, hats etc.  Big  parade with music and drinking, so we will go to the sauna.  We are not too disappointed.  You may wonder why go to the sauna here.  One, it is great and two, I am sleeping on a fold out bed.  We traveled on trains for hours and in cars for hours and the bar in their fold out bed are in the same place as all fold out beds in the entire world…the middle of your back.  My neck especially needs some work, more than likely.
We slept in and had a great breakfast.  I call them “popeye's”.  It is a piece of toast with an egg in the middle.  We had a good massage, sauna and then jump in the cold water.  It is a very unique Russian experience . These guys do it all natural. 
We came back and ate at Victor’s.  He is the driver who drove Bryan in last year.  He is a big guy who deals in Mercedes Benz.  This was a sweet ride.  Kevin got a pic with us and Victor.  After lunch at his house we slept and then got up and cranked it for church.  Kevin played and knocked it out again.  I preached and Erie did a great job interpreting.   Pastor Igor and Nadia said it was awesome.  They really appreciated it.  I taught on Preserving Prayer! 
The lady who began an outreach to the struggling folks in the area blessed us with sunglasses.  Looking forward to seeing them.  In the morning we will leave about 10am and drive 2 hours to pick up Pavel.  We will then drive to Kiev, which is about another 5 hours away.  We have 2 more services, but nothing tomorrow night.  After that we pack and head home.  We are honored, blessed and love being here, but as you can tell we are ready to head the horse to the barn as well. 
May 10th
We drove to Kiev today.  It was a nice trip and we broke it up by picking up Pavel on the way. Then we stopped and ate along side of the road.  We had good fellowship.  We left at 9am and got to the rooms about 8:30pm.  We ate in the restaurant that Bryan and Kevin ate at so much last year.  It where we met the pastor of the next church we are going to minister at. 
He pastors a church of several thousand and he is the Bishop for Ukraine and several other countries for the church of God in Cleveland, Tennessee.  I was told that translations can lose exactness sometimes.  Close, but no cigars as the old saying goes.  Anyway, our hotel room here is clean and we are on the 11th floor.  It is a cruise ship size, tight!  One thing about traveling is you get to know people this way.  
I remember taking care of, or trying to take care of Dr. Bill while here with him.  He began to come here in his 60's.  Dr. Bill came here a lot conducting seminars and conferences of all kinds.  He planted the seeds of the Gospel that communists tried to destroy.  As a result, he is the biggest icon of the Christian movement here. People cry talking about him and they praise the Lord he came so much.  They know they are different as a result of his coming and certainly their nation is stronger because of his sharing in so many churches.  I remember Dr. Bill talking of coming in the winter, which I have done that to.  In December the buildings are not heated and you could see everyone's breath.  People just bundled up in their coats and sat during the message.  It is a sight burned in one’s mind.  The hunger for the Word of God.  Oh that we would appreciate the Bible preaching we have such easily access too.  Well I am getting wordy here so I should stop and get ready to go to the spa.  Oh happy days! 
May 11th
We met a lady in the lobby and her name is Sveta.  She is about 31 years old and has been married about 6 months.  She did a great job of showing us the town.  She had a hard time showing us anything we had not already seen. 
They then picked us up for. Church at 5:30pm and church started at 7pm.  I wanted to make sure since this is the first time here that Kevin had enough time get set up with a sound check and all. 
Spent some time in the pastor’s office where I met Jerry, who has lived here for 15 years.  He came over in his teens and is from Tulsa, OK.  He is a great guy who married a Ukrainian girl.  He is the translator tonight.  
We had a great service.  We did not know until afterward they were streaming the service, people back home could have watched!!  Kevin played a couple of songs to give them a taste of tomorrow night, so they can bring young people and folks who love the rock and roll. 
Someone texted the pastor’s daughter and said when they streamed the service, they thought the internet had been hacked and their service was pirated by someone, who playing rock and roll.  That is a first for us…LOL.
In the morning the pastor’s daughter will meet us to show us to town and help replace Kevin's bag.  Also we will get what money we have changed to dollars. Time for sleep.
May 12th
Went to a great mall today to look for a bag for Kevin.  It was a first class mall.  They have about zero such malls they said in the city.   We had a nice capucinno and then lunch.  We had not ate MacDonald's since we left, so we did this time.  It was just like home!
We secured our pick up to the airport for tomorrow.  That is very important to get home!  We relaxed some at church and got ready to go for Kevin's youth service tonight.  Kevin knocked it out again.  It was a real big hit!  No senior staff available at this service for youth.  I hate to leave without saying goodbye, but I guess we will. 
We are leaving the hotel at 4am and depart from Kiev at 6:30am.  All went well after Kevin got checked in.  Wow, heavy luggage is costly in lots of ways.  Kevin did great, but the place where you pay was really slow and that is why you go early to the airport. 
This was a tremendous trip!!  It is something to see how everyone has pictures of Dr. Bill and Ms. Bea on their refrigerator, or on their desk and other visible spots in their living areas. They should be!!   They brought the Word that has changed their families. PTL!
We are honored to carry on Dr. Bill and Ms. Bea’s legacy here in the Ukraine.  We are also honored to represent you and your love to the people of the Ukraine.  I can tell you for a fact that you have and continue to change people’s eternal lives and the lives of their families all across the entire country of the Ukraine.  Thank you for sending us as your ambassadors!!  It is only because of your love, prayers and financial support that we are able to make such a difference in an entire country!!

Thank you!!
